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Editor  Ken  Bressett  has  asked  me  to  be  brief,  as  he  has  many  impor¬ 
tant  matters  to  cover  in  this  issue. 

Most  of  all  we  wish  to  acknowledge  the  dozens  of  heart-warming 
holiday  greetings  which  we  received  from  our  jobber  and  dealer  friends. 
It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  so  many  of  you  include  our  staff  in  your 
thoughts  at  year’s  end. 

1960  was  a  good  year  for  us,  and  the  steadily  increasing  flow  of  orders 
as  the  months  passed,  proved  that  it  must  have  been  favorable  for  each 
of  you  as  well.  We  are  told  that  the  sale  of  coins  could  have  been  better, 
but  accessories  turned  the  trick  for  most  of  you,  and  on  the  whole, 
brought  about  a  satisfactory  year. 

R.  S.  Yeoman 

Vice-President  and  General  Manager  Coin  Supply  Division 


DEALERS’  STOCK  SURVEY  RESULTS 


Last  fall  a  questionnaire  was  sent  to 
about  500  coin  and  hobby  supply 
dealers  asking  their  assistance  in  a  sur¬ 
vey  to  determine  just  what  constitutes 
an  average  well  balanced  stock  of 
WHITMAN  coin  supplies.  The  names 
used  were  selected  from  the  mailing  list 
of  the  Coin  Supply  Merchandiser.  A 
careful  attempt  was  made  to  pick  a 
representative  cross  section  of  the  entire 
United  States  and  Canada. 

The  purpose  of  this  survey  was  to 
gain  a  better  insight  into  the  way  that 
various  dealers  around  the  country 
handle  the  WHITMAN  line  and  to  see 
what  we  could  do  to  assist  them  in  the 
sale  of  Whitman  Coin  Supply  Mer¬ 
chandise. 

Although  only  seventy  reports  were 
completed  and  returned,  we  feel  that 
the  survey  was  worthwhile.  The  infor¬ 
mation  learned  from  them  has  been  of 
considerable  interest  to  us. 

The  following  summary  shows  the 
average  results  of  all  of  the  answers 
received : 

TYPE  OF  STORE:  20  Hobby  Shops; 
20  Coin  Shops;  30  Miscellaneous. 
k  SIZE,  FLOOR  SPACE:  500  square 
I  feet. 

HOW  REPRESENTATIVE  IS 
YOUR  STOCK? 

GUIDE  BOOK,  No.  9051—2  dozen 
HANDBOOK,  No.  9050—2  dozen 
CANADIAN  CATALOGUE,  No. 

9058 — doz. 


WORLD  COIN  BOOK,  No.  9053— 
Zi  dozen 

Other  coin  books— 2  dozen 
Green  folders,  9200  series — J4  dozen 
PlastiCIad,  9100  series — 1  /•$  dozen 
Acetate  &  paper  envelopes — 6,400 
Blue  folders,  9000  scries — 29  dozen 
APPROXIMATE  BREAKDOWN  OF 
BLUE  FOLDER  STOCK: 


80 


per  cent — Current  U.  S.  coins 
(9004,  9008,  9009, 


9014,  9018,  9021,  9027, 
9029,  9030,  9031,  9032) 
6‘/a  per  cent — Silver  dollars  (9025, 
9028,  9082,  9083,  9084. 
9085) 

1/a  per  cent — Canadian  coins  (9061 
through  9081) 

6  percent — Obsolete  coins  (all 
others) 

These  percentages  were  further 
broken  down  and  their  importance  can 
be  better  understood  by  studying  the 
accompanying  chart  reporting  the  per¬ 
centages  for  seven  major  trade  areas 
in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

As  expected,  the  interest  of  Cana¬ 
dian  folders  in  Canada  is  exactly  op¬ 
posite  that  of  the  U.  S.  percentages.  It 
is  interesting  to  note  that’ the  greatest 
interest  in  Canadian  items  in  the  U.  S. 
is  centered  in  the  Northwest  section 
with  the  least  amount  of  interest  in 
the  Southeast  section. 

The  heaviest  sale  of  silver  dollar 
folders  is  in  the  Southwest  where  many 
of  these  coins  arc  still  in  circulation. 
It  is  a  little  hard  to  explain  why  the 
sale  of  folders  for  obsolete  coins  is  so 
strong  in  the  Northwest  when  one 
would  expect  to  find  the  greatest  con¬ 
centration  of  old  coins  in  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  area. 


14%  Cuirent  U.S.  coin  folders 


The  results  of  this  survey  will  he 
published  in  many  leading  numismatic 
journals.  You  are  invited  to  request  a 
copy  of  this  report  through  the  Whit¬ 
man  Coin  Supply  Division  if  you^^^ 
would  like  to  receive  one  when  they^^B 
are  ready. 

Final  results*  550  for  including  the 
varieties;  510  against.  The  majority, 
however,  voted  against  including  the 
varieties  in  the  35?  coin  folders. 

SPOTLIGHT  ON 
BOOKSHELF  ALBUM 

The  first  eleven  numbers  of  the  Book¬ 
shelf  Acetate  Slide  Albums  arc  now 
ready  for  distribution.  We  realize  that 
the  delay  has  been  exasperating,  but 
firmly  believe  that  the  final  results  were 
well  worth  waiting  for.  Nothing  has 
been  spared  to  make  these  albums  the 
most  desirable  coin  holders  on  the  mar¬ 
ket  today. 

To  fully  appreciate  why  we  are  so 
proud  of  this  new  album,  you  should 
take  one  apart  and  study  the  construc¬ 
tion — this,  however,  is  nearly  impossible 
since  rigid  construction  is  one  of  its 
most  important  features.  With  this  in 
mind  we  had  one  of  our  artists  sketch 
a  disassembled  unit  to  show-  just  what 
goes  into  The  World’s  Most  Distinctive 
Coin  Albums.  No  trade  secrets  arc^^ 
given  away  here — we  defy  anyone  to^^ 
produce  an  album  like  this  for  even 
double  die  price. 

Notice  in  these  drawings  that  each 
album  has  a  sturdy  genuine  board  cover 
— just  like  a  finely  bound  book.  The 
pages  are  securely  stapled  together  at 
the  hinge  stub  and  the  entire  unit  is 
bonded  with  the  cover  by  means  of  re- 


tomers  and  are  a  good  selling  point 
for  the  WHITMAN  line. 

A  supply  of  the  U.  S.  check  list 
(No.  9)  and  the  Canadian  check  list 
(No.  3)  can  be  ordered  through  your 
local  jobber.  When  these  are  ordered 
through  the  WHITMAN  office,  a 
charge  of  $5.00  per  thousand  is  made. 

The  following  photos  show  the  Las 
Vegas  Coin  Shop.  112  Las  Vegas 
Boulevard,  South,  Las  Vegas,  Nevada. 
This  enterprising  coin  store  is  run  by 
Mr.  St  Mrs.  H.  R.  Meyers.  Mrs. 
Meyers  is  shown  smiling  at  you  in  the 
background. 


We  were  so  impressed  with  the  way 
that  coin  supply  merchandise  has  been 
displayed  in  their  store  that  we  felt 
we  must  run  these  pictures  for  every¬ 
one  else  to  see  just  what  can  be  done 
with  a  little  imagination  and  ingenuity. 

Notice  that  full  walls  of  pegboards 
have  been  used  and  good  use  has  been 
made  of  all  of  the  WHITMAN  signs, 
counter  cards,  tags  and  bags,  check 
lists,  etc. 

THE  FATE  OF  A  DATE 

All  of  the  votes  are  now*  in  on  the 
question  of  whether  or  not  the  varieties 
of  1960  cents  arc  of  sufficient  impor¬ 
tance  to  be  included  in  forthcoming 
WHITMAN  publications.  Approxi¬ 
mately  1,060  votes  were  received  and 
all  remarks  were  carefully  tabulated. 
Many  people  answered  with  one  and 
two  page  letters.  The  final  results,  we 
feel,  were  sufficiently  important  to 
warrant  publication  of  a  mimeo¬ 
graphed  report  giving  full  details  tell¬ 
ing  the  way  that  collectors  feel  about 
the  1960  cent  varieties  and  other  cur¬ 
rent  U.  S.  collecting  trends. 


The  sale  of  the  eleven  most  popular 
items  in  the  line  seems  to  be  about 
equal  through  the  country  and.  of 
course,  is  way  ahead  of  any  other  field 
of  interest. 

The  PlastiClad  coin  holders  w'ere  the 
only  item  repeatedly  mentioned  as  not 
selling  well  in  many  areas.  Despite  this 
apparent  lack  of  interest  in  PlastiClad, 
the  sales  have  continued  to  increase 
over  the  years  and  those  dealers  who 
do  handle  the  line  have  shown  increas¬ 
ingly  good  results.  The  sales  of  Plasti¬ 
Clad  for  1960  were  so  gratifying  that 
sixteen  new*  holders  were  recently 
added  to  the  series  making  a  total  of 
fifty-three  different  boards. 

The  survey  revealed  that  most 
dealers  replenish  their  stock  every  two 
weeks  although  many  reorder  every 
week  and  one  reported  only  twice  a 
year.  Stocks  are  ordered  through  an 
average  of  two  different  jobbers.  Some 
dealers  buy  from  only  one  jobber  while 
others  reported  buying  from  as  many 
as  five. 

The  Whitman  Coin  Supply  line,  we 
found,  is  sold  primarily  through  coin 
and  stamp  stores  and  hobby  and  toy 
stores.  Other  leading  outlets  include 
stationery  stores,  drug  stores,  book 
stores  and  mail  order  businesses.  Re¬ 
ports  were  also  received  from  camera 
and  gift  shops,  antique  shops,  a  TV 
service  shop  and  a  liquor  store. 

Many  new  items  were  suggested  for 
addition  to  the  WHITMAN  line.  All 
of  these  have  been  given  consideration 
and  many  of  them  will  be  added  during 
1961. 


The  following  remarks  by  Walter 
Breen  are  very  important  as  an  addi¬ 
tion  to  what  was  said  in  the  last  issue 
about  the  fake  1916-D  dimes.  “Some 
fakes  DO  NOT  show  tool  marks  or 
scratches  near  the  D,  but  merely  minor 
discoloration  or  a  thin  seam.  Some¬ 
times  one  has  to  use  a  50X  or  60X 
glass  to  be  sure.  The  usual  quality 
have  the  D  entirely  too  large  and  the 
wrong  shape.  There  were  several  re¬ 
verse  dies  used  on  genuine  1916-D 
coins,  and  the  D  position  differs  from 
one  die  to  another  as  the  mintmark 
was  punched  in  by  hand." 

Nearly  everyone  is  familiar  with  the 
free  coin  check  lists  given  by  WHIT¬ 
MAN  for  collectors  to  use  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  coin  folders.  These  check 
lists  are  something  that  no  other  coin 
folder  manufacturer  offers  their  cus¬ 


inforcing  tape  and  the  end  sheet.  The 
rugged  and  yet  flexible  stub-hinge  con¬ 
struction  prevents  stress  and  strain. 
Pages  are  securely  held  in  the  book, 
open  wide  and  lie  flat. 

The  soil-resistant,  grained  leatherette 
cover  is  as  durable  as  it  is  handsome. 
Titles  are  imprinted  in  gold  on  back¬ 
bone  for  easy  shelf  identification.  Size 
7"  by  8%".  All  albums  are  uniform  in 
appearance — Royal  blue  with  gold  em¬ 
bossed  titles. 

Pages  are  made  of  sturdy  dura-board 


with  crystal-clear  acetate  slides  to  give 
two-side  visibility  and  protection. 
Thumb  notches  make  it  easy  to  “ojjen 
windows”  for  insertion  or  removal  of 
coins. 

The  inside  front  cover  of  each  vol¬ 
ume  gives  interesting  detailed  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  coins  it  houses.  There 
is  also  a  complete  mint  record  to¬ 
gether  with  a  mint  mark  reference. 

A  total  of  46  difTerent  albums  will 
eventually  be  available.  These  will  cover 
all  United  States  and  Canadian  coins. 


Sj>ccial  holders  have  been  designed  for 
U.  S.  commemorative  coins,  mint  sets, 
proof  sets  and  type  sets.  The  eleven 
albums  currently  available  cover  only 
the  most  popular  U.  S.  and  Canadian 
coins. 

Our  intensive  advertising  schedule 
will  soon  hit  all  numismatic  publica¬ 
tions.  A  special  brochure  has  been  pre¬ 
pared  and  will  be  mailed  to  you  soon. 
These  will  also  be  available  through 
your  WHITMAN  jobber  for  use  in 
your  store. 


Tailor-Made  "Eldon  Units”  Step  Up  Sales  of  Whitman  Coin  Supplies 


During  the  past  several  months  we 
have  been  busy  looking  for  an  answer 
to  the  many  requests  from  dealers  for 
a  display  unit  to  hold  WHITMAN 
Coin  Supply  items. 

The  Eldon  Manufacturing  and  En¬ 
gineering  Company  of  Milwaukee  has 
cooperated  completely  with  us,  study¬ 
ing  our  specifications  and  recommen¬ 
dations  and  have  come  up  with  the 
racks  described  below  which  wc  feel 
will  be  ideal  “sales  tools”  to  help  you 
build  bigger  profits  by  selling  WHIT¬ 
MAN  Coin  Supplies  faster  than  ever. 
Eldon  units  are  specifically  designed  to 
stock ,  display  and  sell  the  complete 
WHITMAN'  line  of  coin  folders,  al¬ 
bums  and  books. 

All  of  the  racks  are  made  of  modern 
dull  back  heavy  gauge  wire  and  have 
rubber  tips  on  the  legs.  Where  ap¬ 
propriate.  attractive  four  color  dayglo 
signs  are  included  with  the  racks.  The 
prices  of  these  units  are  competitive 
with  any  other  racks  on  the  market 
today  but  have  the  added  advantage 
of  being  tailor-made  for  your  WHIT¬ 
MAN  merchandise.  They  are  designed 
to  accommodate  a  maximum  quantity 
or  variety  of  WHITMAN  coin  supply 
items  in  a  minimum  space.  The  racks 


that  w-cre  store  tested  have  proven  the 
point  that  an  attractive  display  will 
increase  your  sales  and  profits. 

An  interesting  brochure  has  been  pre¬ 
pared  giving  complete  details  about 
these  racks.  These  are  available  through 
your  regular  WHITMAN  coin  supply 
jobber  or  directly  from  the  Eldon 
Manufacturing  and  Engineering  Com¬ 
pany,  6547  West  State  Street.  Mil¬ 
waukee  13,  Wisconsin.  FD-375  and 
CD-391  racks  arc  available  through 
your  regular  WHITMAN  jobber.  Al¬ 
low  two  weeks  for  delivery  on  all  other 
styles. 

FD-375  KINC  SIZE  FLOOR  DIS¬ 
PLAY — Actually  a  self-service  center 
for  your  numismatic  customers.  Here  is 
a  display  that  tells  your  customers  that 
with  the  WHITMAN  line  you  have 
virtually  everything  to  meet  the  coin 
collector’s  needs.  Has  18  pockets  each 
with  a  capacity  to  hold  14  coin  folders 
or  an  adequate  stock  of  catalogs  and 
other  albums.  $7.74  each. 

CD-391  REVOLVING  COUNTER 
DISPLAY — An  eye-catching  focal 
point  for  your  coin  holder  department. 
Holds  if  dozen  WHITMAN  folders 
and  puts  them  in  view  where  the  cus¬ 


tomers  can  sell  themselves.  $3.59  each. 

CD-373  SINGLE  ITEM  COUN¬ 
TER  DISPLAY— An  ideal  way  to 
“feature”  new  items  or  specials.  18< 
each. 

CD-360  ADD-ON  COUNTER 
DISPLAY — Four-pocket  sets  complete 
with  sign  and  sign  holder  are  available 
as  shown.  Also,  additional  individual 
pockets  arc  available  which  hook  on 
to  extend  the  display  to  any  size  you 
desire.  Available  with  cither  large  or 
small  size  pockets. 

CD-360B  INDIVIDUAL  ADD-ON 
UNITS — arc  equipped  with  “hooks.” 
as  shown,  to  add  pockets  to  the  dis¬ 
play — or,  if  these  same  units  arc  de¬ 
sired  for  use  on  pegboard  displays, 
order  No.  CD-360BP. 

CD-356  SPACE-SAVING  VERTI¬ 
CAL  COUNTER  DISPLAY— Comes 
equipped  with  colorful  poster — is  an 
attractive  way  to  highlight  the  latest 
offerings  in  the  WHITMAN  coin 
supply  line.  $1.37  each. 

Other  styles  and  suggestions  for  use 
arc  described  in  the  brochure  men¬ 
tioned  above.  Be  sure  to  order  one 
soon. 


CONTINUATION  OF 
BLUE  FOLDERS 

What  is  wrong  with  this  coin  folder? 
The  answer  to  this  question  is  easy.  It 
just  would  not  be  right  for  us  to  manu¬ 
facture  a  coin  folder  with  only  one  or 
two  dates  printed  on  the  first  line  and 
leave  the  rest  of  the  pages  completely 
blank. 

This  is  the  problem  that  we  arc  faced 
with  whenever  one  of  the  existing  blue 
coin  folders  becomes  full  and  it  is  time 
to  start  a  second  folder  to  continue 
the  series.  This  situation  exists  cur¬ 
rently  for  folders  No.  9009,  the  Jeffer¬ 
son  nickels  and  No.  9031,  the  Washing¬ 
ton  quarters. 

These  two  folders  arc  among  the 
most  popular  items  in  the  line,  and  so 
it  is  of  primary  importance  to  the 
Company  to  be  able  to  accommodate 
the  collectors  when  they  ask  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  what  to  do  with  the  coins  that 
will  be  minted  after  1960  when  the 
folders  are  completely  full. 

A  simple  solution  to  this  is  for  the 
collector  to  use  the  blank  nickel  and 
quarter  folders  (Nos.  9042  and  9044) 
to  store  their  extra  coins  for  the  next 
couple  of  years  until  enough  coins  have 
been  minted  to  make  an  attractive 
arrangement  in  a  new  folder. 

Instructions  to  this  effect  arc  given 
on  the  fly  leaf  of  l>oth  the  nickel  and 
quarter  folders.  However,  collectors 
continue  to  ask  the  question.  We  know 
that  these  facts  will  enable  you  to  give 
the  collector  a  satisfactory  answer  and 
at  the  same  time  you  can  assure  them 
that  the  continuing  folders  will  be 


added  to  the  line  as  soon  as  a  minimum 
of  two  or  three  years  has  elapsed  so 
as  to  make  an  attractive  folder. 

Also  please  make  a  mental  note  that 
the  imprinted  folders,  numbers  9041, 
9042  and  9043  arc  suitable  for  holding 
cither  United  States  or  Canadian  If, 
5f  and  10<f  coins. 

COM^^iOON 
MARK  ^ 

YOUR  CALENDAR 

"Royal  Greek  Portrait  Coins,”  by  E.  1’. 
Newell — Should  be  available  from 
your  jobber  sometime  this  month.  A 
reprint  of  the  classic  book  on  Ancient 
Greek  coins  first  published  in  1937. 
“Coins  of  the  Bible,”  by  R.  S.  Yeoman 
Newest  addition  to  the  $1.00  Coin 
Reference  Series.  Will  be  released 
and  publicized  during  March  or 
April. 

SPECIAL 

Another  first  from  WHITMAN!  A 
study  of  collecting  trends  indicates  that 
modern  British  bronze  coins  will  be  the 
next  big  field  of  interest  for  thousands 
of  coin  collectors.  To  accommodate 
these  collectors,  WHITMAN  is  now 
manufacturing  a  scries  of  35f  blue  coin 
folders  covering  these  already  popular 
coins. 

A  total  of  ten  albums  have  been 
designed  to  hold  all  of  the  British  pen¬ 
nies,  halfpennies  and  farthings  from  the 
coins  of  Queen  Victoria,  1860,  to  the 
present  coins  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

The  albums  contain  spaces  for  all  of 
the  regular  coins  in  each  series.  Mint 
figures  are  given  for  every  date  and  an 
interesting  historical  account  is  in¬ 
cluded  for  each  collection. 
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The  following  albums  will  soon  be 
available  from  all  WHITMAN  jobbers: 


9675  Farthings 

9676  Farthings 

9677  Farthings 

9678  Halfpennies 

9679  Halfpennies 

9680  Halfpennies 

9681  Pennies 

9682  Pennies 

9683  Pennies 

9684  Pennies 


1860-1901 
1902-1936 
1937-1956  , 
1860-1901 
1902-1936 
Starting  1937 
1860-1880 
1881-1901 
1902-1929 
Starting  1930 


IN  THE 
PLANNING 
STAGE 


‘Pageant  of  World  Commemorative 
Coins,”  their  meaning  and  symbol¬ 
ism — by  Thomas  W.  Becker.  An  in¬ 
formative  book  on  a  popular  field  of 
collecting.  Fully  illustrated.  Should 
be  in  print  by  mid  1961. 

The  Fantastic  History  of  the  1804 
Dollars,”  by  Walter  Breen,  Eric  P. 
Newman,  Ken  Bressett  and  Lynn 
Glaser — The  basic  research  is  nearly 
completed.  This  book  will  give  com¬ 
plete  information  on  the  most  mis¬ 
understood  and  controversial  coin 
in  the  United  States  series.. 

‘The  U.  S.-Philippine  Coin  Book,” 
by  Neil  Shafer — This  has  started  to 
run  in  serial  form  in  the  Numismatic 
Scrapbook. 

‘Misstruck  Coins,”  by  Charles  Schcr- 
merhorn — Getting  this  book  ready  is 
a  long  hard  process.  The  finished 
results  will  be  worth  waiting  for. 
Ixx>k  for  it  sometime  during  1961. 

‘Coins  of  Puerto  Rico  and  the  Virgin 
Islands,"  by  Maurice  Gould — Being 
planned  for  the  Coin  Reference 
Scries  as  a  companion  to  the  Alas¬ 
kan,  Hawaiian  and  Philippine  books. 
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